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UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE' 
Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics 
Washington 


Se 


*  OCT  ?  19 


U«Si  Department  of  %leytuf§ 


THE    VEGETABLE  SITUATION 


Market  prices  of  potatoes  and  truck  crops  were  generally  some- 
what higher  in  late  September  than  a  month  earlier  reports  the  Bureau 
of  Agricultural  Economics.    Prices  of  most  varieties  of  potatoes  ex- 
cept the  Russett  Burbank  were  sharply  higher  than  a  year  earlier  while 
prices  of  truck  crops  as  a  group  were  a"bout  the  same  as  last  year. 

Prospects  for  the  late  potato  crop  increased  slightly  during 
August  but  unfavorable  weather  conditions  during  September  in  some  areas 
may  have  caused  some  deterioration  in  September.    The  crop  in  the  late 
States  (excluding  the  California  early  crop)  was  indicated  September  1 
to  total  2$0  million  bushels.    This  is  about  3  million  bushels  more  than 
was  harvested  in  these  States  last  season  but  10  million  below  the  recent 
10-year  average  production. 

As  compared  with  last  season,  the  potato  crop  is  about  6  million 
bushels  larger  in  the  eastern  States  and  slightly  smaller  in  the  central 
and  western  groups.    The  higher  prices  at  this  time  reflect  largely  the 
smaller  svipplies  of  intermediate  potatoes,  the  marketings  of  which  have 
been  about  completed.    Harvesting  of  the  late  crop  in  many  of  the  im- 
portant late  surplus  States  is  getting  well  started  and  the  carlot  move- 
ment from  these  areas  is  increasing. 

The  combined  acreage  of  all  late  truck  crops  reported  to  date  is 
slightly  smaller  than  a  year  ago  and  yields  per  acre  are  averaging  gener- 
ally lower.    Production  of  most  late  truck  crops  is  sharply  smaller  in 
1939  than  in  1938.    Notable  exceptions  are  large  crops  of  late  celery, 
onions,  and  watermelons.     The  second  late  lettuce  acreage  is  increased 
sharply  and  if  yields  are  as  high  as  in  1938,  this  crop  may  also  be 
relatively  large.    The  prospects  appear  to  be  favorable  for  the  plant- 
ing and  development  of  fall  and  winter  truck  crops  grown  in  the  Southern 
States  and  California, 

Although  many  of  the  late  commercial  truck  crops  appear  to  be  in 
lighter  supply  this  season  than  last,  market  prices  of  a  number  have 
been  lower  in  recent  weeks  than  in  the  corresponding  period  of  193&* 
These  lower  prices  in  some  instances  reflect  increased  marketings  from 
the  local~ market  garden  areas  this  season.    As  compared  with  a  month 
ago,  market  prices  of  truck  crops  generally  are  higher  because  of  sea-son- 
al  factors.    The  usual  seasonal  trend  of  prices  is  upward  from  this  time 
until  late  winter,  since  marketings  usually  decrease  during  this  period 
or  until  the  supplies  from  the  South  begin  to  move  in  considerable  volume. 
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Sweetpotatoes:    Acreage,  yield,  and  production  "by  groups  of 
States,  average  1928-37.  annual  1938,  and  indicated  1939 


Group  of 

.  States  : 

:          Acreage  : 

Yield  per  acre       :  Production 

:  Av.    :  : 

:1°28~  :  193S  :  19^9 
:  37     :          :  : 

Av.     :           : Indi-  :  Av.    :           : Indi- 
192S-:  1938  rcated  :192S-  :  1938  rcated 
.    37    :          :  1939  :  37     :          :  1939 

'4  Central  Atlantic  : 

4  Lower  Atlantic  2j  \ 
8  South  Central  J/  : 

5  North  Central  4/  i 
California  : 

Total  U.  S  ! 

,1,000    1,000    1,000                                      1,000    1,000  1,000 
[acres    acres    acres     Bu.        Bu.        Bu.        "bu.        "bu.  hu. 

-    66. g      61       62     125.5   107.9   124.2   g,3g2   6,5go  7,698 

!  275. 4      290        293        81.6      89.I      91.7  22,46l  25,S4l  26,g72 
i             492      U93      7>9     81. 3     Si. 5  36,239  40,017  4o,l67 
:     28.8        27         27       86.5      99-6      97.1    2,U91    2,6SS  2,622 
10. g        13         12      103.0    117.0    110.0    1,116    1,521  1,320 

:  835.4     S83       8S7       85.2   :  86.8     88.7  70,690  76,647  78,679 

1/  j\T.  J.,  Del.,  Md.  ,  and  Va.  '  ' 

2/  N.  C.  ,  S.  C.  ,  Ga. ,  and  Fla. 

3/  Ky.  ,  Tenn. ,  Ala.,  Miss.,  Ark.,  La.,  Okla. ,  and' Texas. 

4/  Ind. ,  111. ,   Io  wa,  Mo.  ,  and  Zans. 


Vegetables,  frozen:     Cold  storage  holdings  September  1,  1939  with  comparisons 


Commodity 

:     Sept.  1,  1938 

:    Aug.  1,  1939 

r     Sept.  1,  1939 

! '  Thousands 

Thousands 

Thousands 

Asparagus  : 
Beans,  lima  j 
Beans,   snap  ! 
Broccoli,  green  : 
Com,  sweet  ! 
Peas,  green  } 
Spinach  ! 
Other  vegetables  ! 
Classification  ! 
not  reported  : 

:  4,277 

!  9,676 

:  5,426 

!  626 

:  3,863 
:  27,715 
!  2,157 
:  7,612 

1  1/ 

6,472 
8,087 
6,312 
94l 
4,462 

28,040 

2,999 
1,911 

4,062 

6,430 

10 , 664 
6,885 

991 
7,397 
28,115 
2,737 
1,971 

4,199 

Total  ! 

1  61,352 

63 , 286 

69,389 

1/    Included  under  "others". 
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Potatoes:  Unweighted  prices  per  100  pounds  for  stock  of  generally- 
good  quality  and  condition  (U.S.No.l  grade  when  quoted)  at  ship- 
ping points  and  terminal  markets,  specified  weeks,  1939.  with 

comparisons 


Location  and  variety 


7.0.13.  usual  terms 
Rochester,  N.  Y.  . 
Waupaca,  Wis.  .... 
Presque  Isle,  Me. 
New  Jersey  Points 


Warehouse  cash  to  growers 

Rochester,  N.  Y  

Waupaca,  Wis*  (1LS.1  and  com) 
Presque  Isle,  Me  


Terminal  markets 
New  York  City 

Green  Mts. ,  L.  Is  

Russet  Bur  "banks,  Idaho  . 

Co"bolers   

Excluding  western  stock 

Chicago 

Western  Triumphs  

Russet  Burhanks   

Midwestern  Cobhlers  .... 


Week  ended 


1938 


1939 


1.32- 
1.56 
.96 


1.59 
1.SH 

1.19 


1.5s 
1.3S 

.9s 


1.6s 
1.9U 
1.26 


1.83 
2.07 
1.39 


Dol. 

Dol. 

Dol. 

Dol. 

Dol. 

Dol. 

1.62 

1,32 

— 

— 

1.03 

1.08 

.90 

.68 

1.10 

•95 

1.10 

1.15 

iM 

1.60 

1.25 

1.37 

•  98 

M 

.60 

.60 

.89 

•  55 

.85 

l.lH 

1.38 

1.37 

1.145 

1.31 

1.6H 

2.21 

2. 1+7 

2.U5 

2. Ho 

2.52 

2. U8 

.99 

1.20 

1.23 

1.71 

1.50 

1.07 

1.27 

1.28 

1.40 

1.75 

1.57 

1.5U 
1.56 
1.23 
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True,  crops:  Unweighted" average  ^  * 
generally  good  quality  and  condition  ^S.Ko.i  wnen  quo  /, 
generally  ^  lW  „m  e^risons 


Commodity 


Unit 


  Week  ended 

'.-sag  •-  —  _ 

-gSggt  ?U;Aug72o~:  Sept .  2 ;  Sept .  9  Sept .  loS 


Beans,  lima  12~qt.  casket 

Beans,  green,  E'idwestern. :  Bushel 

,  wax  f  , 

Broccoli,  western  Crate  ; 

Cabbage, domestic,  hid-  : 

western  X 60-85 

Cantaloupes,  Colorado        :~  Jumbos 

Salmon  Meat   :3o's  and  45' s 

Cantaloupes,  Utah  !  Jumbos 

Salmon  Meat  ......... :36' s  and'45's 

Carrots, bunched, Calif.  .,:  .L.A.  drate 

Cauliflower,  Colo...'.  : '  Pony  crate 

Celery,  Mich.   .....r  Plat  crate 

Cucumbers,  Mich.  . . .. . .  •  • '»'  Bushel- 

Eggplant,  midwest era  ...«s 

Honeydews,  Calif  .all  '         :'    Std.&  •jumbo 

.sizes  .,  crates 

Honeydews, CqIo. all  ]         :    Std.&' jumbo 

sizes  ,  v.  :       crates  ■ 

Lettuce,  Calif.  ...^  i    L.A,  crate 

Onions, yellow, aidwestern. :    50-lb.  sack_ 
ii     ,  Sweet  Spanish  Idaho*. 

Peas,  Western  '•  Bushel 

Peppers,  Eiidwestern  -! 

Sweetpotatoes  ' 
Puerto  Ricans ,  'La.  . .' : 
Nancy  Halls,  Tenn.  "• 
All  sources  and  5 

varieties  ..."  •  * 

Tomatoes,  Mich.  s :  12-qt.  basket 

»    ,  n.y.  Lu& 


Dol. 

•56 
1.28 

1.50 
2.45 


Dol.      Do I;      Pol*  Pol- 


ept . 23 
Dol. 


2.05 
3.1S 
1.30 

,3U. 
1.92 
.60 


1.03 
2.2U 
.6U 
.92 
1.7s 
.50 

1.18 
'..10 

1.22 

.56 
1.18 


M 

-75. 
1.33 
2.46 


.52  .33. 


3t?5, 
2.50 

.86 
.46. 


1*50. 
3,5?. 
••55 

:  .97. 
1.44 

;  .37 
I'.UO 

:i.'o6 

1.22 

'.27 
: "•71 


.33 
.90 

1.35 
2.U6 

.88 


1.52       ;  2.65 


3.20 

2:69" 

■  .36 

1*09 
'  .39 


1.U9    1.56    if 6p 


i.56 

3.5^ 
.58' 

.84 
1.38 
.57 


.98 

1.07 
-.32 
.56 


.39 

.42 

1.16 

I.36 

1.21  1/1.88 

2.13 

2.12 

•  99 

.82 

2.18 

2.71 

3,00 

3.18 

3.52 

3.72 

1.14 

~\  n? 
x .  uc 

.  .35 

•35 

1.44 

# 

.36 

'1.51  ' 

1.50 

1.45 

1.36 

3.44 

2.78 

.50 

.66 

.87 

.92 

1.84 

2.1S 

.60 

1.34 

1.31 

1.0U 

1.27 

1.18 

1.36 

S35 

,35 

.65 

1.07 

.57 

1.70 

1.75 
2.30 

.88 

3.28 

3.76 
3.6O 
1.08 

•33 
1.81 

.53 
l.UU 

1.23 
2.50 
.56 
.86 
2.20 
•  9U 

1.25 
1.07 

1.28 
•39 
.98 
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Truck  crops;     Unweighted  average  wholesale  price  at  New  York  for  stock 
of  generally  good  quality  and  condition  (U.  S.  No,,..l  when  quoted) 

specified  weeks  1939  with  comparisons  .  • 


Commddityv 


Unit 


Week  ended 


1938 


Sept  a 

24 


1939 


Aug.   :  Sept.   :.  Sept.  ;  Sept.   :  Sept* 
26     :       2  9       :'    16  •    :  23 


i  •  «  9  •  a  •  9 


Beans, -  lima  . . 
Beans,"  green 
Beans,  wax  ... 
Beets y  topped,  nearby 
Broccoli,  Califc  . . . .  < 
Broccoli,  Pa, 
Cabbage,  Danish, 

Cahha'irp      r\  (imp  si-,  t  r» 


•  .  •  • 

i 

,Y 


-  Bushel, 
ii 

ii 

n 

•  Crate  . 
ii 

50  lb,  sack 
it 

Jumbos  ;3.6' s 


Dol. 

Dol. 

Dol.  - 

Dol. 

.Dol. 

Dol. 

2.05 

.70 

,  1.27 

1.29 

1.70 

2.04 

1.23 

1.01 

1.18 

;  *  '..94-  ■ 

•  .97 

.87 

1.48 

1.15 

1.40 

*  1.38  ' 

H19 

1.19 

.49 

.68  ' 

,56 

'.50  • 

■'■  -.-51 

.54 

3.21 

2.60 

2.62  " 

'  2.60* 

1  2.35 

2.30 

1.57 

1/1.25 

-.94  .' 

.97  • 

•  '    *92  ; 

bt.  .92 

.43 

,.94  • 

'  " .84'  ■ 

■  •  ■  -.90  7 

■  .',  .92 

.33 

.90 

„8"1  . 

.72  ': 

'  .75 

..  '.78 

oaimon  Meat:  ,.........•< 

1  -and  451  s  i 

O.00 

O  .  1  1 

a  iO  1  - 

0  .00 

%  no 
0  ,yc 

Cantaloupes,  Colo, 

oaimon  ivieaT;  ,,,,o*,«**. 

0  9Q 
>    C  *Cx) 

o .  ±y 

C  .  DO  ; 

2.79 

.  3,68 

vdrr^Ubj     UUgllOIiyU.,     Wall!  . 

.0-1, XI.  Oxfloc 

•'  ^  P.D 

C  .  D6 

u  |OD- 

*±  .  O  X 

Carrots,  topped,  N.Y. 

!'  Bushel 

.by 

•  DO 

*■»•** 

«y  b 

•  Of 

07 

Cauliflower*  eastern  ... 

s      brute  « 

QQ 

.yy 

1  »oo 

1  .DO 

X  .  O  D 

\j y ic ry ,   im  .  i  .  .*..<«.*•«<. 

>     J.  .O'x 

.  ow 

T  DR 

J.  .uo 

Corn,  green,  eastern 

:  Bushel 
►  n 

:  .97 
:  2",19 

.58 

.:  .55' ' 
1.2.0 

.52  ' 

■  ■  ,68 

.88 

Cucumbers,,  eastern  "i 

1.08 

1.20  '■ 

1.4.8 

2.46 

Eggplant.^  ,N. J .  ......... 

.  .» 

j Jumbos'  36'  s  & 

[45 fsi  std.  ' 
45's 

s  ;:.71 

.3,3  . 

■  •3'6  ' 

•.34- 

...33 

.  .40 

Honey  Balls,  Calif.     '  ' « 
Green  Meat  *   i 

'  2.00 

3.33 

3.35 

3.30  '' 

3.25  . 

.3  ©  2  5 

: Jumbos  6's,  8 

s. 

.&  std.  9's  &' 
12' s 

:  -1.69 

1.98 

1.97.  . 

,  1.98'  ' 

2.27  •• 

2.15 

Lettuce,  -Iceberg,  Calif, 

:L.A.  crate  .  , 

:  .2.81 

4.31 

4r02 

3.81 

"  3. 17  f*  • 

2  ,71 

Lettuce,  Big  Boston,  'N.'Y. 

:2  doz.  crate 

:  ;  .68 

.  .92 

1.13 

1.14 

.  1.21 

1.05 

Onions,  yellow, . N.Y.  ... . 

:50  lb.  sack 

:.  .84 

.57 

.60 

.68 

.66 

Onions,  ...Sweet  Spanish,' 

Idaho  ,',  ...,<,  •  • . . . . .. .  •  . 

:.'  1..28 

1.26  . 

1.25 

1.2  6 

1.28 

Peas.,  western  . 

:    '  Bushel  '  ,  r 

!;  1.80 

1.52 

1..69.  . 

2  .07 

2.24 

2.30 

Peppers,  eastern  * 

i  .62 

.35 

.',38  . 

'  '.45'  ; 

■  .42 

.47 

Spinach,  eastern  ....... 

,  ii" 

:  -.75 

1.2.3 

1.12 

.74' 

i74  ' 

.69 

Sweetpotatoes 

,  ii 

.68  - 

-  ...72 

Jersey  Type  

:  .92 

.98 

1.12 

.91" 

Golden,  Va,  and  Md.  •„ 

ii 

:  .98 

1.15 

1.12 

.88 

.76 

.80 

Puerto  Ricans,  S.C.   , , 

1.12 

1.29 

1.04 

1,18 

1,09 

!  Lug 

:  1.53 

.50 

.  0  <-> 

.72 

.68 

.64 

~\J  Average  for  1  day, 
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Truck  crops  and  potatoes:  Carlot  (rail  and  boat)  shipments  from  origi- 
nating points  in  the  United  States  for  the  week  ended  August  23 


Week  ended 


Commodity 


1938 


Sept. 


24 


1939 


August 


September 


:  19 

26  * 

:  2 

:       9  : 

16 

23 

:  Cars 

Cars 

Cars 

Cars 

Cars 

Cars 

:  10 

2 

0 

3 

10 

38 

:  0 

1 

2 

0 

9 

:  14 

16 

12 

13 

12 

14 

J-  " 

:  74 

67 

75 

104 

136 

163 

:  211 

303 

449 

301 

194 

2/ 

:  87 

105 

126 

136 

15  7 

156 

:  0 

3 

1 

-  1 

0 

1 

:  54 

67 

104 

162 

153 

186 

:  105 

105 

125 

153 

152 

159 

:  6 

8 

3 

16 

6 

7 

:  40 

60 

60 

59 

36 

55 

:  0 

1 

4 

6 

6 

12 

:  16 

•  15 

16  • 

14 

11 

6 

:  180 

159 

247 

274 

311 

232 

:  851 

812 

933 

933 

835 

805 

:  40 

41 

57 

42 

43 

38 

:  255 

291 

288 

303 

322 

348 

•  363 

454 

539 

592 

833 

760 

:  187 

220 

180 

144 

108 

115 

:  5 

5 

5 

6 

18 

16 

:  24 

25 

37 

37 

42 

35 

:  118 

137 

143 

349 

217 

301 

:  321 

521 

1,020 

884 

826 

543 

:  7 

4 

9 

13 

16 

10 

:  648 

218 

138 

77 

22 

10 

:3,616* 

"3,640 

4*,573~~ 

4,623 

4,466 

4,12  7 

:  Cars 

Beans,  snap  and  lima   .:  9 

Beet s   6 

Broccoli   \J 

Cabbage  :  555 

Cantaloupes   .:  148 

Carrots   105 

Casaba  melons   0 

Cauliflower   :  97 

Celery  :  201 

Corn,  green  . ,   4 

Cucumbers   8 

Greens    32 

Honey  ball  melons   :  4 

Honey  dew  melons  :  281 

Lettuce  and  romaine  .:  657 

Mixed  melons  . ....   17 

Mixed  vegetables   ..:  256 

Onions   „ . . :  842 

Peas,  green   :  142 

Persian  melons  :  9 

Spinach  :  31 

Sweetpotatoes   .:  307 

Tomatoes  :  640 

Turnips  and  rutabagas  28 

Watermelons   :  12 

Total  truck  crops  3/  . . . .  •JkJ~~i~%12 

Potatoes,  total   :  4,088 

Early   3 

Intermediate    265 

Late   . . . ;  3,820 

Grand  total  all  : 

vegetables  zj  :4^  8,460 

Relief:     Beets    *'  ■  5 

Cabbage   :  174 

Cauliflower  0 

Onions  :  0 

Peas   .:  0 


1,386  1,726 
8  8 
237  298 
1,141  1,420 


1,870 

6 

176 
1,688 


1,996 
11 
235 
1,750 


3,321 
15 
189 
3,117 


2,603 
6 
29 
2,568 


5,002  5,366  6,443 


6,619 


0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


0 
0 
0 
0 
27 


0 
0 
0 
0 
2 


7,787  5/  6,750 


0 
0 
85 
0 


0 
0 
0 

11 

0 


Y/  Unavailable. 
ZJ  Includes  3  cars  new  crop. 
3y  Does  not  include  imports. 
4/  Includes  1  car  asparagus, 

by  Includes  2  cars  asparagus  and  6  cars  peppers. 
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